《Neighbour’s Living Water Commentary – 2 Chronicles》(Robert E. Neighbour)
Commentator

Published in 1939-1940, this is a timeless collection of Biblical analysis, exposition, and truths with a unique blend of literary creativity. The metaphor of a water well perfectly describes the depth of thought and spiritual clarity.

This commentary began from the author's sermon notes and was published in 14 volumes.

Dr. Robert Edward Neighbour worked extensively with Southern Baptist missions and pastored a number of churches, including the First Baptist Church of Atlanta, GA. While there, he started the Baptist Bible Union and left the Southern Baptist denomination behind. After a number of years at the helm of the BBU, he left and continued his work as an evangelist and missionary until his death in 1945.
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Verses 11-22
Hindrances to Prayer 
2 Chronicles 7:11-22 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Some one has said that prayer is the Christian's vital breath, the Christian's native air. This should be true. We fear, however, that it is not the case with many a believer because there are many prayerless saints. Even among those who do pray there are, alas, too many whose prayers are hindered, and they never reach the throne of God. Our Scripture lesson today is God's response to Solomon after the prayer which Solomon had offered at the dedication of the Temple. 

We read in chapter 7 that when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from Heaven and consumed the burnt offering, and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the House. At the time the priest could not enter into the House of the Lord because of the brightness of God's glory. 

Solomon's prayer not only reached the throne, but received an immediate answer. After the feast was over and Solomon had finished the House of the Lord, then the Lord appeared unto him by night, and said, "I have heard thy prayer." 

Following this the Lord gave certain promises, some of which were conditional. For instance, in 2 Chronicles 7:17 , the Lord said, "If thou wilt walk before Me, as David thy father walked, and do according to all that I have commanded thee, and shalt observe My statutes and My judgments; then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom." 

On the other hand God told Solomon that if he and his successors turned away from Him to serve other gods, or to forsake His Commandments, He would "pluck them up by the roots" out of "[His] land which He had given them," and send dire judgment upon them. 

The promises of God unto this day in the realm of the prayer-life are contingent promises. In 2 Chronicles 7:14 of our study, God said, "If My people, which are called by My Name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from Heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." 

Answer to prayer was thus conditioned upon the humility of the Children of Israel, and upon their seeking the face of the Lord, and upon their forsaking every evil way. 

Do we have a right to imagine that God set one condition of answered prayer for Israel in Isaiah's day, and that He sets another condition before us in our day? If we want our prayers to be heard we must be washed and made clean. We must put away the evil of our doings, and we must learn to do well. 

Prayer, in order to be heard, must be from obedient and yielded lives. Even the Lord said, "Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be My people!" 

This same attitude of God toward prayers of certain saints is set forth again in the New Testament. We are commanded to pray for the sick, and for those who are chastened of God. The Lord, however, tells us, "There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it." The Apostle, of course, is speaking of physical death. Sometimes saints go too far in their wanderings. 

In I Corinthians we read of a certain man who had sinned, and God said, Deliver him "unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." Sin is no small matter, and it certainly has a tremendous bearing upon our prayer-life. 

I. REGARDING INIQUITY IN OUR HEARTS (Psalms 66:18 ) 
In Psalms 66:1-20 we find this tremendous statement: "Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He hath done for my soul. I cried unto Him with my mouth, and He was extolled with my tongue." Immediately after these words come the words of our key verse: "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." Then David answered, "But verily God hath heard me; He hath attended to the voice of my prayer." 

David, the king, evidently had in mind those weary months in which the heavens were closed to his prayer. At that time his bones waxed weary with the roaring all the day. After, however, his sin in the case of Uriah and Bathsheba had been purged, he cried unto the Lord and was heard. 

In Psalms 3:1-8 we have this clearly set forth. David said, "Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God." David, however, asserted, "I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and He heard me out of His holy hill." When sin is unconfessed, prayer is useless; when sin is confessed, prayer reaches the throne and is answered. 

In Isaiah 59:1-21 we read, "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, and He will not hear." 

This language is plain enough. God cannot answer prayer when sin is in the heart. Here is the admonition found in Peter's first Epistle, "Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, * * that your prayers be not hindered." This is a plain statement that prayer may be hindered by improper family life. 

A few verses farther down we read, "For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil." Our conclusion is that sin in the life hinders the answer to our prayers. 

II. HOLDING A FORGIVING SPIRIT (Mark 11:25-26 ) 
Perhaps Mark 11:22 and Mark 11:24 contain two of the greatest promises to prayer in the Bible. However, the Lord added a solemn warning which we must not overlook. The Master said, "When ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in Heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in Heaven forgive your trespasses." 

These words are the more emphatic because they follow immediately upon that wonderful promise, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." The Lord safeguarded His promise by specifying that an unforgiving spirit would make the promise inoperative. 

In Matthew 5:23-26 we have the Divine instruction, "Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift." Think you that God will hear our prayers, or receive our worship, if we have anything in our heart against our brother? 

In Matthew 18:1-35 the Lord Jesus probed deeper, and still deeper, when He related the story of the unmerciful servant. This servant owed his master a great debt, and his master forgave him the debt. Immediately that servant found a fellow servant who owed him a pittance; however, he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, "Pay me that thou owest." Then he thrust the man into prison because he could not pay. 

When the Lord of the unmerciful servant heard what he had done, he called him and said unto him, "Oh, thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellow servant?" Here is our Lord's conclusion: "Deliver him to the tormentors till he should pay all that was due unto him." Then Christ added, "So likewise shall My Heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses." 

The tremendous importance of this in relation to prayer is set forth in the prayer which the Lord told His disciples. "Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors." True it is that if we forgive not those who are debtors unto us, neither will our Heavenly Father forgive us our debts. 

III. THE SIN OF UNBELIEF (Mark 11:22-23 ) 
This Scripture reading precedes the one which we have just considered. Jesus said unto His disciples, "Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith." Then the Lord added the words in Mark 11:24 : "Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." 

The contention of this verse is not merely that faith brings results, but that unbelief makes results impossible. There is a verse in Hebrews 11:6 which says, "He that cometh to God must believe that He is." There are two things which we must believe: first, we must believe that God is; second, we must believe that He is a Rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Unbelief is black with the frown of God. In Psalms 78:1-72 God says, "For all this they * * believed not." The same Scripture adds that they "limited the Holy One of Israel." Unbelief always limits God. When Jesus Christ went into the city of Nazareth where He had lived, He could do no mighty works there because of their unbelief. 

In James 1:6-7 we read, "Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord." This is plain enough. If the Word of God is true when it says, "According to your faith be it unto you," then the opposite is also true, "According to your unbelief, be it unto you." 

IV. A HEART SELF-CONDEMNED (1 John 3:20-22 ) 
Here is a statement that may startle us. "For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things." "Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God." "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His Commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight." What remarkable verses on prayer are these! When we pray, if we find that there is in our heart self-condemnation, we must immediately seek to find its cause and correct it. On the other hand, when we come into the presence of God with an uncondemned heart and a clear conscience, we receive what we ask. We receive it because we are pleasing God, and keeping His Commandments. 

The Bible plainly tells us that when we ourselves condemn ourselves, that God certainly will condemn us. He can look so much deeper than we can look. He can see things in our innermost being that we cannot see. 

In Romans 8:1-39 we read, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them * *, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

Romans 7:1-25 tells of a prayerless, or, at least, a prayer-hindered life, because it is a life of self-condemnation. There, the believer is crying out, "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" Romans 8:1-39 is the victorious Christian life. In Romans 7:1-25 the big "I" of the self life predominates. In Romans 8:1-39 the "I" of self is lost sight of, and the Spirit predominates. 

Romans 8:1-39 is the prayer chapter, because it fulfills the conditions which we have considered in 1 John 3:20-22 , and it leads us into the place of no self-condemnation. The result is expressed in Romans 8:15 : "For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." 

In Romans 8:26 of the same chapter is that wonderful statement which comes to the Spirit-filled and Spirit-led saint: "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." 

V. PERSONAL LUSTS (James 4:1-5 ) 
The Holy Spirit is discussing, not wars and fightings among nations, but wars and fightings among saints. Then He asks, "Whence come they?" The answer is also given, "Even of your lusts that war in your members." The great conclusion is next stated: "Ye lust (that is, ye desire), and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, -yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts." 

There are two great statements in these verses. The first is that believers who walk in the lusts and desires of the flesh, and fight and war among themselves are prayerless believers. They have not, because they ask not. 

Second, there is an admonition that some of them do pray, that they do ask, but they receive not, because they are praying amiss. Thank God for the clear, plain messages which He has given us, which explain to us why prayers are not answered. 

If we are living in the lusts of our flesh fulfilling the desires of the flesh and the mind, we cannot acceptably pray to God. When the prayer or petition that leaves our lips centers in ourselves, we will be thinking, not of the will of God, not of the needs of others, but we will be praying a self-centered and selfish prayer. God says such prayers He will not hear. 

Whatever else may be said, if we want God to hear our prayers, we cannot be feeding the flesh, and walking in fellowship with the world. Our God is a jealous God, and He wants to have us wholly to Himself. 

VI. NOT ACCORDING TO HIS WILL (1 John 5:14-16 ) 
These verses lead us into the place of confidence in prayer. "This is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His will, He heareth us; and if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him." 

"If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and He shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it." 

The whole message centers in the fact that prayer for the sick, the stricken, and the afflicted must be according to the will of God. If we are praying for a brother who has sinned, but his sin is not one which God esteems as worthy of physical death, God will answer that prayer. 

Do you remember the admonition in the Book of James, "Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the Church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the Name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him"? This is in perfect accord with our key text. However, the Lord puts in a provisionary statement: "There is a sin which is unto death." In other words the man of whom we spoke earlier in the lesson had sinned a sin unto death, and Paul definitely said that such an one should be delivered "unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." 

In any event, whether we pray for the sick, or whether we pray for the well, we must pray according to His will. We do not know the way in which we should go, but we know our Guide, and we should seek His pleasure above our own. Paul sought the Lord three times for deliverance from a thorn in the flesh. God did not deliver him because it was not God's will. However, the Lord said, "My grace is sufficient." 

VII. NOT ABIDING IN CHRIST (John 15:7 ) 
We are using this verse last because we feel that it is a climax. Here is the verse: "If ye abide in Me, and My Words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you." The opposite, once more, is true. If we fail to abide in Him, and His Words do not abide in us, our prayers will be hindered and unanswered. 

To abide in the Lord means to walk in the light as He is in the light. It is then that we have fellowship one with another; but if we walk in darkness, we are neither in a position to pray, nor will God find Himself able to answer. 

It was the prayer of Abraham which was effective in the case of Lot. God said, "I will tell Abraham, for I know Abraham." Those of us who make only semi-occasional pilgrimages to the Throne of Grace are not they who get blessed. It is rather the ones who walk with God day by day who have the victory. 

In John 14:1-31 the Lord Jesus speaks about His coming in and taking up His abode with His saints. However, with whom does He abide? It is with those who keep His Words. We may also ask who it is that abides with Christ. It is they who keep His Words. 

In our same chapter the promise is given: "Whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son, If ye ask any thing in My Name, I will do it." Then Christ added, "If ye love Me, keep My Commandments." So, abiding in Christ gives us the privilege of prayer, just as abiding in Christ gives us the privilege of asking in His Name. We have no right to place His Name upon anything that we ask unless we are walking with God. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
PRAYERS, MERE WORD 

A man once dreamed that he found himself in a church with the old sexton, who was going round with a lighted taper, seeing all was right before locking up. Looking up into the dim recesses of the roof, he was just able to distinguish a number of handsome birds hopelessly floundering about and apparently trying to get through the roof, while a number of others seemed to have fallen asleep on the beams and rafters. "What are these?" he asked in amazement. "Oh!" said the sexton, "these are some of the prayers said here today. Only a few have gone up to God. These will never reach Him, for they were mere words." Only the prayers of the heart are heard by the Father in Heaven. Sunday School Chronicle. 

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

10 Chapter 10 

11 Chapter 11 

12 Chapter 12 

13 Chapter 13 

14 Chapter 14 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-19
Lessons from the Life of Asa 
2 Chronicles 15:1-19 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We wish to present to you "The life of rest," from certain verses found in chapter 14. These verses are really introductory to the 15th chapter, which is to be studied today. 

1. In 2 Chronicles 14:1 we read that Asa had quietness: "And Asa his son reigned in his stead. In his days the land was quiet ten years." 

Now comes a statement which explains why the land was quiet. 2 Chronicles 14:2 says, "And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God." 

It is interesting to observe that Asa took away the altars of the strange gods. He broke down the images and cut down the groves. Then Asa commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers. Thus it was that the kingdom was quiet before him. 

If we want a quietness of spirit and a rest of heart, we must get it from God; but we must get it by entering into the way of obedience. Christ said, "Come unto Me, * * and I will give you rest." That is the rest which is given. It is the rest from our sins. 

Christ also said, "Take My yoke upon you, * * and ye shall find rest." It is of this rest that we speak just now. It is a found rest, and it is found in the place of obedience and of worship. 

2. In 2 Chronicles 14:6 we read, "And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the land had rest, and he had no war in those years; because the Lord had given him rest. This verse shows us that when we have rest, we can do constructive work for the Lord. As long as there are wars and fightings in our members; as long as we live in confusion and in strife, there is no opportunity whatsoever to build ourselves up in those spiritual attributes which should be ours in Christ Jesus. We cannot do two things at once. We cannot at the same time develop our spiritual life and grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, while we are disturbed in spirit and mind over the conflicts of this life. 

3. In 2 Chronicles 14:7 we read, "We have sought Him, and He hath given us rest on every side. So they built and prospered." Our minds go back to those days when the Children of Israel had overthrown their enemies in the land of Canaan, It is then that we read that they had rest. It was not until the nations of the land of Canaan had been overthrown and the people established in the land that the Lord gave them rest. 

We are reminded of the statement in Hebrews where it says "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." As the Lord gave Israel rest, He would also give us rest. He will give us rest from our enemies. He will give us rest from the ravages of Satan. This rest is known as the Millennial rest. It is a rest to the physical creation which has, for six thousand years, been travailing in pain. It is a rest to the nations of the world, which for six thousand years have been given over to war among themselves. 

It is a rest for the Jews, who, during the centuries, have been driven from pillar to post, despised and rejected of men. 

God grant that we may enter into that rest. 

I. SACRED PARALLELISMS (2 Chronicles 15:2 ) 
1. "The Lord is with you, while ye be with Him." The wonderful promise of our Lord Jesus, which He made as He was about to leave the earth, was "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." The Lord certainly promised in good faith and He will verify His pledge; however, the condition as suggested in our Scripture is that He is with us while, we be with Him. This seems to us to very plainly suggest that the Lord desires to be with us at all times, and yet His presence and blessing are dependent upon our being with Him. 

Could we imagine, for one moment, that our Lord can be with us to own, to guide, and to bless us, if we are walking in the ways of the world? He may be with us in one sense to chasten us and to woo us back again into His favor. However, He cannot be with us in that intimate fellowship, that comradeship, that partnership, with which He is with us when we are walking in His will and way. 

2. "If ye seek Him, He will be found of you." Somebody perhaps says that the Lord is out seeking the lost, and that He is also seeking those who wander from the fold. This is very true: however, He never truly finds us until we seek for Him. If there is a seeking Saviour, and a seeking sinner, each hunting for the other, it cannot be long until they get together, at any rate. The man who is lost in trespasses and sins can never expect to find the Lord until he asks, and seeks, and knocks. Is it not written "Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near"? God would place upon man the responsibility of seeking. 

3. "if ye forsake Him, He will forsake you." Can God manifest Himself unto one who is a disobedient and gainsaying son? What else can a just God do, but forsake the one who leaves Him? The prodigal son in the far country had forsaken his father, and, although his father loved him, he could not follow him in any deeper sense of the word, and dwell with him in his evil way. 

II. WITHOUT GOD AND WITHOUT PEACE (2 Chronicles 15:3-5 ) 
1. 2 Chronicles 15:3 says, "Now for a long season Israel hath been without the True God." The Children of Israel had gone away from God and had worshiped Baalim. 

In the Book of Ephesians we read, "At that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the Covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world." These words were spoken about the Gentile world when they went after false gods. Now Israel had left their own God. The verse tells us further that they were without a teaching priest, and without the Law. Could anything be sadder than this? 

2. 2 Chronicles 15:5 says, "In those times there was no peace to him that went out, nor to him that came in." This is always the result of having no God. If I am without God, I am without peace. We have just learned of how the people had peace and rest when Asa, their king, did good and right in the eyes of the Lord; however, when they had left their God, they were driven from pillar to post, and suffered untold vexations because of the inhabitants of the country, which led them into captivity. 

Think you that the young man or the young woman who leaves the Lord Jesus to enter into the world, will have peace in his heart or soul? This is impossible. Jesus Christ alone is the Prince of Peace, and He is our Peace. 

An old Scotch woman was dying. Her pastor said, "Janet, have you made your peace with God?" She said, "No, but Christ made peace for me." It is then that the God of Peace comes to rule in our hearts. It is then that we have a peace that surpasses understanding; a peace which the world did not and could not give. When we are walking with God, and have the peace of God, then we have the God of Peace. 

III. REBUILDING THE ALTAR (2 Chronicles 15:7-8 ) 
1. Asa was encouraged by the Prophet Oded. When Asa sought the Lord, the Lord sought him. When Asa was for the Lord, the Lord was for him. Thus it was that Oded encouraged Asa, saying, "Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak: for your work shall be rewarded." "The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him." There are so many of us "who run well for a season. Who hinders us?" The Apostle Paul said, "Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." 

2. Asa renewed the altar of the Lord. It was all very well for the king to put away the false idols, but it was necessary for him to go a step further and to enthrone the Lord his God. Thus it was that he not only turned from the wrong, but he did the right. 

If any of the young people who read this think that to turn away from their evil ways is enough, they must remember that unless they enthrone Christ in their hearts, in the place of the idols they tear down, they will utterly fail. 

We read how Abraham came out of Ur of the Chaldees. We also read that he went into the land of Canaan. The one step should ever be only the prelude to the other. It is written, "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve." Forget not that it is again written, "Keep yourselves from idols." Turning away from all such things, let us yield ourselves wholly unto God, and rebuild the altars which are fallen down. Let us adore the Lord Jesus Christ, and in all things give Him the preeminence. 

IV. RALLYING TO A GOD-ENDUED LEADER (2 Chronicles 15:9-10 ) 
1. Asa gathered all the people together. He sent for Judah and Benjamin and the strangers with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh and out of Simeon. These all came gladly when they saw that the Lord his God was with Asa. This was the right thing for them to do. Paul said, "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ." When we see a man who is endued with power from on high, a man who is separating himself from evil, and dedicating himself fully to God, let us rally to him. 

We should never, indeed, seek to serve men, nor to follow them, only as they follow Christ. We are not to be led along by every man who may appear on the horizon of our lives. We are to cease from men whose breath is in their nostrils. However, when a man is following the Lord and turning from his evil way, we should hold up his hands and encourage him. 

2. God has His chosen leaders. God called John the Baptist from among the masses and the multitudes followed Him. The Lord called twelve men, whom He called disciples. These men, because of their union with Christ, and their special calling, became leaders among the people. God called the Apostle Paul and sent him forth as a leader and a teacher. He also called Philip, and Stephen, and Apollos, and Barnabas, and Titus, and Timothy, and many others. 

God still calls men. He maketh some to be apostles, some teachers, some pastors, some evangelists. He has Divinely appointed elders, stewards, and deacons, to whom He delegates authority and power in the churches. To all such men, called of God, we should give honor we should give due recognition "Honour to whom honour" is due. 

So long as the leaders among us are subject to Christ, it is all right for us to recognize their temporary leadership. However, we should never become followers of men to the exclusion of being followers of Christ. 

V. BRINGING IN THEIR TITHES AND OFFERINGS (2 Chronicles 15:11 ) 
"And they offered unto the Lord the same time, of the spoil which they had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep." 

1. They brought in their offerings. This was customary in Israel. The time came, however, according to Malachi, when the people brought unto the Lord the blind, the lame, and the halt. They gave to the Lord the worthless and the diseased; for this the Lord God gave them a just rebuke. 

He said, "A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master": but "you * * despise My Name." He told them that they offered polluted bread upon His altar. He said, "If ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil?" Thus it was that God sent a curse upon Israel. 

When we think of offering unto the Lord our gifts, our minds go to the churches of Macedonia. It is written of them: "How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality." They first gave themselves unto God, and then they brought their gifts to Him. This church became a witness and an ensample to other churches everywhere. 

2. They gave their offerings unto the Lord. We must recognize in all our gifts that they are given to our God. "He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord." When we give to God we give to the greatest Giver there is, for He "giveth us richly all things to enjoy." Let us, therefore, give "not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver." 

It is written, "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over." It is true, and cannot be denied, that "he which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully." If we give to God, "God is able to make all grace abound toward you." The more we give, the more we receive. 

VI. COVENANTING WITH GOD (2 Chronicles 15:12-15 ) 
1. They entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God. 

This was a new step with them who for many years had wandered away from God. Now, however, they turned toward Him with all their heart and all their soul. According to 2 Chronicles 15:13 they went so far as to say, "Whosoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel should be put to death." In this decision they knew no difference and showed no partiality toward the small or the great, toward man or woman. 

Have we entered into a covenant with our Lord? Have we told Him that we are His, and that all we have is His? 

2. They sware unto the Lord with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with the trumpet and with the cornet. The people had no desire to leave any loopholes. They made their Lord the Lord of all. They vowed that they would serve Him not partly, but wholly. Their vow was made with joy and happiness. They were genuine and sincere. Let us measure our consecration with theirs. Have we come to Him and made our oath of utter allegiance? Have we been ready to say, "I am Thine, and all I have is Thine"? If we have not done this thing, then we have been robbing God. 

3. They gave not only their money and goods, but they gave themselves. This is exactly what the churches of Macedonia did. The truth is that God would not be satisfied with us if He did not possess our hearts. The greatest giving we can do is to present ourselves a living sacrifice. This is our rational and reasonable service. 

So all Judah rejoiced. They sought the Lord, and they were found of Him. They entered onto a higher ground, and into a new sphere of service. Any gift, whether it be of goods, money, or ourselves, that is not given with joy and rejoicing, is an unworthy gift. Back of our gifts God looks to see the Spirit in which the gift is made. He wants to see a heart abounding with love and joy. 

VII. FAITHFUL TO GOD AT ALL COSTS (2 Chronicles 15:16-18 ) 
1. Putting God above mother. 2 Chronicles 15:16 tells us concerning Maachah, the mother of Asa the king, "He removed her from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove." This must have been hard to do. The ties that bound Asa to his mother were just as strong as the ties that bind us to our mothers. In the action of his mother, Asa saw a heart that was not right with God. She was worshiping a god that saw not, neither knew, nor understood. 

2. Cutting down a mother's idol. Asa went so far as to cut down the idol of his mother, and he stamped it, and burned it. It always costs to go through with God. Somewhere, perhaps in the very home itself, we will find that our consecration is a step toward sacrifice and the sacrifice of that which may be dear to our souls. 

3. Asa's heart was perfect toward the Lord all his days. He never rescinded his decree. He brought into the House of God the things that His father had dedicated; thing's of silver and gold and vessels, all were acclaimed of the Lord. 

4. There was no more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa. Thus it was that God watched over His servant and protected His people. Is it not true that it pays to serve Jesus every day? In the world we may have tribulation, and our fidelity to God may cost us even the giving up of a loved one, such as a mother; however, in spite of all the sufferings and persecutions, God will make up to us a hundredfold of blessing. He surely shows Himself strong in behalf of those whose hearts are perfect toward Him. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
The biggest thing about King Asa was not his kingly regalia, but his love to God. 

A touching incident occurred in connection with the arrival of Lord Chelmsford, the State Governor, at Brisbane. The swearing-in ceremony took place at Government House, his Excellency wearing the Windsor uniform. After the actual swearing-in part was over, his Excellency was returning thanks for the kindly welcome he had received, etc., and during a pause in his speech a. childish voice corning from the gallery said, "Why, it's daddy!" It was one of the small Chelmsfords, who until then had never seen her father in Windsor uniform. Relationship was more dear to the child's heart than regimentals. Is it not so in eternal matters? Beyond all the pomp of earth is the privilege through becoming children of God (John 1:12 ), of crying, "Abba, Father" (Romans 8:15 ), for "like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him" (Psalms 103:13 ). 
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Verses 1-19
Lessons from the Life of Jehoshaphat 
2 Chronicles 18:1-19 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Let us learn some things about Jehoshaphat as set forth in 2 Chronicles 17:1-19 . 

1. Jehoshaphat walked in the first ways of his father David. This expression, as found in 2 Chronicles 17:3 , carries much weight. David was a man after the heart of God. He set the Lord continually before his face. He knew no greater joy than to write Psalms and sing hymns in praise of his God. He walked in the Commandments of the Lord, blameless. 

Jehoshaphat also followed the Lord fully. He made Him first in all his ways. He sought to magnify the Lord in every act, as king of Israel. 

Would that we had many like-minded today. 

2. Jehoshaphat sought to the Lord God of his father. He not only walked in the ways of his father, but he went back of the ways of his father, to his father's God, and walked in the Commandments of the Lord. Would that we might center everything that we do in the Lord. Let us call Him Lord not only with our lips, but with our hearts. To our mind, the greatest need of this age is the renewed vision of the goodness, greatness, and glory of God our Lord. We should be environed in Him, and walk in Him, just as we are environed in the air and walk in it. We should be faithful in keeping every commandment of His. 

3. Jehoshaphat lifted up his heart in the ways of the Lord. In other words, the king of Judah loved the Lord with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength. His affection was placed in God. He served Him, not as a matter of duty, but as a matter of Love. 

4. Jehoshaphat was established by the Lord in his kingdom. The people loved him and followed. All Judah brought presents to him, and he had riches, and honor, and abundance. God always blesses the man who follows Him. 

5. Jehoshaphat sent the Levites to teach in Judah. They took the Book of the Law of the Lord with them and went about throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught the people. The king did not think that the Word of God should be relegated to the priests alone: he wanted the people to have it in their own hands. He wanted them to be taught its precepts, and he wanted his kingdom to be established in the fear of the Lord. 

May we say kindly that any nation that eliminates the Word of God from its public schools and colleges, and from the masses of the people, will be a crumbling nation that cannot last long against the tyranny of the enemy and the wiles of the devil. Would that the Bible might once again be enthroned in the heart of the nations. 

6. Jehoshaphat waxed great exceedingly, and he built castles in Judah, and cities of store. He had mighty men of war in Jerusalem. Thus it was that the nations for many years refrained from making war against him. They knew that God was with him. They knew that God's Word was enthroned in his kingdom, and the fear of the Lord fell upon the kingdoms which lay around and about Judah. The Philistines even brought Jehoshaphat presents and tributes. The Arabians brought him flocks of rams and goats. So he increased more and more. 

I. JEHOSHAPHAT JOINED AFFINITY WITH AHAB (2 Chronicles 18:1 ) 
1. Who was Ahab? Ahab was none other than the king of Israel. At first it might have seemed altogether right for the king of the two tribes to join heart and hand with the king of the ten tribes; however, it should be remembered that Ahab was a man who knew not God. Ahab "Did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were before him." 

In addition Ahab took to wife Jezebel and went with her and served Baal and worshiped him. 

We remember how Elijah the Tishbite pronounced the curse upon Ahab and told him that there should be no rain nor dew upon the land until he gave the word. After three years Elijah came down to Ahab, and Ahab said, "Art thou he that troubleth Israel?" Then Elijah said to Ahab, "I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim." 

2. Can two walk together except they be agreed? The believer must have no fellowship with the works of darkness, but rather he must reprove them. Even if a man be called a brother, God has said that we are not to be in company with him, if he be a fornicator, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one we are commanded not to eat. 

II. THE SAD RESULT OF AN UNHOLY AFFINITY (2 Chronicles 18:2-3 ) 
1. Jehoshaphat went down to Ahab. This happened after certain years, but it happened because Jehoshaphat had joined affinity with Ahab. When he went down Ahab killed sheep and oxen for him in abundance and for the people that he had with him. Then, afterward, Ahab persuaded him to go up with him to Ramoth-gilead. 

Whenever we break God's law of separation, and begin to mix and to mingle with sinners we will be certain to become entangled with them in evil. We will be going where they go, and doing what they do. God has commanded us to come out from among them and be separate. Contrary to God's Word, we yoke ourselves with them when we go where they are, and invite them to come where we are. 

2. Jehoshaphat joined with Ahab in fighting his battles. When Ahab asked him to go with him to Ramoth-gilead, Jehoshaphat answered, "I am as thou art, and my people as thy people; and we will be with thee in the war." 

The Lord Jesus never joined affinity with Pilate or Caesar to put down the rage of impurity and drunkenness that prevailed in Rome and in the Roman Empire. In truth, the Lord Jesus nor His apostles who were after Him, never were known to enter into affinity with the world in order to clean up the filth of the world. 

3. Could Jehoshaphat join hands with Ahab to fight Ramoth-gilead when there was an inseparable gulf that separated the two? The God of Jehoshaphat was one God; the God of Ahab was another God. The ideal of Jehoshaphat was one ideal; the ideals of Ahab were another. Jehoshaphat tore down the idols that were built; Ahab set them up. Jehoshaphat taught the Law in Judah; Ahab denied the Law. Jehoshaphat sent out the Levites, the Prophets of God to teach the people: Ahab supported the prophets of Baal. There was no place for cooperation. 

III. THE SWAY OF FALSE PROPHETS (2 Chronicles 18:4-6 ) 
1. Jehoshaphat's request. Jehoshaphat, after he had promised to go with Ahab to battle, had a certain tinge of fear upon him lest he might displease the Lord, so he said unto Ahab, "Enquire, I pray thee, at the Word of the Lord to day." The result of this was that Ahab sent throughout Israel and gathered together of the prophets four hundred men, then he said unto these, "Shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I forbear?" 

It would have been all right to have inquired of these prophets, had they been men who knew God and knew His Word; they were prophets who were false. 

2. Are there false prophets today? In the Epistle of Peter we read, "But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them." 

The fact of the false prophets would not be so bad if it were not that God had foretold "And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of." 

These prophets, through covetousness and with vain words, make merchandise of the people. Jude tells us that they speak great swelling words, that they have gone in the way of Cain and have run greedily after the error of Balaam for reward. The false prophets of our day are spots in our feasts of love; they are clouds without water; they are trees whose fruit withereth; they are raging waves of the sea foaming out their shame. 

3. A false affinity is sure to be followed by a false leadership. If we are going with Ahab, we are sure to be under the spell of the prophets who prophesy according to Ahab's pleasure. When we yoke ourselves together with unbelievers, our yoke draws us into their ways, unto their ideas, and into their negations of everything that is near and dear to us. 

They will tell us to go up, where we should not go up. They will call black white, and white black. They will say, "God has said," when they know nothing of what He has said. 

IV. THE DESPISED PROPHET (2 Chronicles 18:6-8 ; 2 Chronicles 18:14-22 ) 
1. Jehoshaphat's second request. In 2 Chronicles 18:6 Jehoshaphat says, "Is there not here a prophet of the Lord besides, that we might enquire of him?" Jehoshaphat had walked with God too long to trust these unfaithful prophets. There was something within him that made him doubt that they were out and out for God. Therefore he asked if there were not another prophet in Israel. 

2. Ahab's reply. "And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, by whom we may enquire of the Lord: but I hate him; for he never prophesied good unto me, but always evil." This Prophet's name was Micaiah, the son of Imla. Of course, this true Prophet prophesied only evil of a man who was the servant of evil. Of course Ahab hated him. How could he do otherwise? He hated everything that was of God, inasmuch as everything that was of God was against him. 

3. What Micaiah said. Micaiah was brought before the two kings; however, as he went, a false prophet met him and said, "We have all told Ahab to go up to Ramoth-gilead and prosper for the Lord shall deliver them into the hands of the king; let thy word, therefore, I pray thee, be like one of theirs, and speak thou good." Micaiah said, "As the Lord liveth, even what my God saith, that will I speak." Thus when he stood before the two kings, he said, "I did see all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: and the Lord said, These have no master; let them return therefore every man to his house in peace." 

4. The result. The king of Israel quickly said to Jehoshaphat, "Did I not tell thee that he would not prophesy good unto me, but evil"? Thus it is that the man of sin repudiates and rejects the Prophet of truth. 

V. PROPHESYING FEARLESSLY AND AT ANY COST (2 Chronicles 18:18-22 ) 
1. The prophecy. After Ahab had criticized him for prophesying evil, Micaiah went right on and said, "Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting upon His Throne, and all the host of Heaven standing on His right hand and on His left. And the Lord said, Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? * * Then there came out a spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I will entice him. And the Lord said unto him, wherewith? And he said, I will go out, and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the Lord said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also prevail." 

Then said Micaiah, "Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of these thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil against thee." 

2. The result. Then Zedekiah smote Micaiah upon the cheek and said, "Which way went the Spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee?" 

Let any prophet of today who is true to God, and who dares to proclaim the whole truth, know that he, too, will be smitten. His chief enemies and persecutors will be the false prophets who seek to maintain, in the eyes of the world, their integrity. 

VI. PAYING THE PRICE OF FIDELITY (2 Chronicles 18:24-27 ) 
1. The wrath of the king. When Micaiah had done speaking, Ahab, the King of Israel said, "Take ye Micaiah and carry him back to Amon, the governor of the city and to Joash, the king's son, and say, thus saith the king, Put this fellow in prison, and feed him with the bread of affliction and with the water of affliction until I return in peace." 

Here is the cost of fidelity to God. At this very moment God has his heroes in the pulpit who are unwilling to bow their knee to Baal, and who are unwilling to cease to proclaim the truth. At this very moment many of them are in jail for Christ, paying the price of their fidelity to God. Are we willing to go to jail, if needs be? Are we willing to eat the bread of affliction and to drink the water of affliction if need be? God help us to be faithful to our calling. 

2. Micaiah's final word to Ahab. After Micaiah had heard the sentence of the king, placing him in solitary confinement, he said: "Go, and if thou certainly return in peace, then hath not the Lord spoken by me. And he said, Hearken all ye people!" 

When we preach the Word, we must preach it with a certified dogmatism, and we must be willing to stand by it, even unto the end. We must be ready to place our reputation as prophets, or preachers, and our very life's security, upon the truth of our testimony. We must unflinchingly face the popularist and say, "Hearken all ye people!" 

VII. THE BATTLE (2 Chronicles 18:29-34 ) 
1. The plan of battle. The king of Israel, Ahab, said to Jehoshaphat, "I will disguise myself, and will go to the battle; but put thou on thy robes"; thus they did. Now the king of Syria had commanded the captains of the chariots that were with him, saying, "Fight ye not with small or great, save only with the king of Israel." Thus it came to pass when the captains saw Jehoshaphat, they said, "It is the king of Israel." Therefore they compassed about him to fight. This is what it costs the true men of God who go to battle with the enemy of the Lord. 

2. The shot at a venture. When Jehoshaphat was surrounded by the enemy, he cried out, and the Lord helped him, and God moved them to depart from him, for they perceived that it was not the king of Israel. Then came a certain man, and "drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints of the harness." Thus it was that the prophecy of the despised prophet came true, and the king of Israel fell wounded unto death. The fact that the arrow was shot at a venture, seems to show that God carried it right to the vital point in the king's armor. 

3. The king taken from the battle. When the king saw he was wounded, he said, "Carry me out of the host; for I am wounded." The battle increased that day; "Howbeit the king of Israel stayed himself up in his chariot against the Syrians until the even: and about the time of the sun going down he died." 

4. The aftermath. The battle being over, the king of Judah, Jehoshaphat, returned to his home in peace, even to Jerusalem. Then it was that Jehu, the son of Hanani, the seer, went out to meet him and said to King Jehoshaphat, "Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord? therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord." Thus even a good man fell under the ban of God because he made affinity with an evil man. 

Because of his good deeds, and because he had prepared his heart to seek the Lord, the Lord brought him back again in safety. After this Jehoshaphat went out again to the people, and brought them back unto the Lord God of their fathers. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Ahab's death could have been averted had he only turned to God. 

A young sailor once rose and said: "In a thunderstorm, far at sea, I was struck by the lightning and taken up for dead. As they were carrying me along the deck, I heard the mate say, 'Poor fellow; he is gone.' I was conscious, and knew all that was said and done. I said to myself, 'Where will I go to?' In a moment it seemed as if all the acts of my wicked life passed in review before me. It was an awful sight. I thought hell was not far off; and go there I must. They revived me; but I had been too near eternity to be any longer indifferent. I fled for refuge to Christ. That was five years ago. I have stood up for Jesus ever since, on both land and sea." "So persecute them with Thy tempest, and make them afraid with Thy storm" (Psalms 83:15 ; Nahum 1:3 ). 
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Verses 1-25
From Defeat to Victory 
2 Chronicles 20:1-25 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Today we study chapter 20. However, by way of introduction we want to talk over with you several important features found in chapter 19. We closed the last study with the death of Ahab, in a losing battle; and with Hanani's reproof of Jehoshaphat for joining in battle with the ungodly. Jehoshaphat evidently acknowledged his error, and began immediately to seek the Lord and to improve every moment of his time in the service of His master. 

1. Jehoshaphat made a tour from Jerusalem to Beersheba even unto mount Ephraim. Everywhere he went he brought the people back to the Lord God of their fathers. He was king and yet he was priest, to this extent, that he was representing God to the people. Is it not true that all of our leaders, whether they be kings or potentates or great captains or leaders in business, should major in using their influence in. guiding men and women to God? 

2. Jehoshaphat appointed judges throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, city by city. To these judges he said, "Take heed what ye do: for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord." Then he told them that the fear of the Lord should be upon them, and that they should remember that there was no iniquity with the Lord their God nor was there respect of persons. 

Herein is a lesson that we all need to learn. A holy God demands holy service. A God who is Judge of all the earth, and who is righteous in all His judgments, must have judges under Him who likewise are holy and true. 

3. Jehoshaphat told his judges that the fear of the Lord should be upon them. Perhaps the people would have the fear of the judges, but the judges also are to be judged. Thus they who are set to judge others, should remember that they must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. 

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." The expression does not mean that we should be afraid of God when we are right and holy in our judgment; it does mean that we should be afraid to disobey or dishonor Him, and we should be afraid to judge unrighteously. 

4. Jehoshaphat also set the Levites and the Priests and the chief fathers of Israel for the judgment of the Lord. These he charged, saying "Thus shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with a perfect heart." Jehoshaphat said: "What cause soever shall come to you of your brethren * *, ye shall even warn them that they trespass not against the Lord." They were to deal courageously and faithfully in all matters pertaining to the Lord. 

We feel that the ones who represent Christ, and who judge in spiritual things should, by all means, take their service to heart. They should never trespass against God. Let others do as they will. The leaders in spiritual life dare not do anything except that which is acceptable unto God our Father. 

I. ASKING HELP FROM GOD (2 Chronicles 20:1-4 ) 
1. Jehoshaphat was threatened with war. The Children of Ammon and the Children of Moab, with others, had come against him to battle. When the king heard this he was very much afraid, and he feared, "And set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah." This is what every one of us should do when the tempter comes against us, when we are afraid of the overwhelming numbers who come against us to seek our harm. 

2. Jehoshaphat asked help of the Lord. He gathered the people together even out of all the cities of Judah and they came, not for a frolic, but to fast, and to pray, and to cry unto God. There is a rightful place for fasting as well as for prayer. Children of God should warn one another, instead of giving themselves over to pleasures and follies. They should teach their daughters to weep and to wail because of the sins of the people. 

Jesus Christ wept over Jerusalem, and we must weep. Paul one time said he could wish that himself were accursed for his brethren, and we must enter into that same spirit. It is only when the passion and compassion of Christ grips our heart that we shall be worth reckoning upon in the service of our Lord. We must have the people in our hearts. We glory in Jehoshaphat because, with breaking heart for his people, he sought the help of the Lord. 

II. A REMARKABLE PRAYER (2 Chronicles 20:5-12 ) 
1. Jehoshaphat magnified the Lord God. He said, "O Lord God of our fathers, art not Thou God in Heaven? And rulest not Thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in Thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to withstand Thee?" 

This vision of God is what we all need. In God we must see One who rules and holds authority over all lives; One who is clothed with all power and all might. 

The Lord Jesus said "All power (authority) is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, * * and, lo, I am with you." If we do not go out in His service in the full knowledge and sway of His power and might, we will go in vain. 

2. Jehoshaphat reminded God of His great dealings. He said, "Art not Thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before Thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham Thy friend for ever?" Then he said, "If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, * * we stand before this House, and in Thy presence, * * and cry unto Thee in our affliction, then Thou wilt hear and help." Jehoshaphat therefore not only believed in the great God, the God of all authority and might, but he believed that the great God would use His might and power in behalf of the people who bore His Name. 

3. Jehoshaphat believed in the efficiency and effectiveness of prayer. He said that God will help those who cry unto Him in their affliction. Such He would hear and would help. Do we believe in prayer in any real way? Too many people imagine that the only value of prayer is the effect it has upon the one who prays. They do not believe that God actually hears or answers our petitions. 

Jehoshaphat believed that God would both hear and help. Have we not read that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much? When saints take hold of the hand of God in prayer, they take hold of the power that works miracles and does wonders among men. 

4. Jehoshaphat told God of the coming of the enemy. He said in his prayer, "Behold, the Children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, * * come to cast us out of Thy possession, which Thou hast given us to inherit." Then Jehoshaphat called upon God to judge them. 

5. Jehoshaphat confessed his own weakness. Here is what he said, "We have no might against, this great company that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon Thee." 

III. GOD'S REPLY (2 Chronicles 20:14-16 ) 
1. A Spirit-anointed man. Judah stood before the Lord with their little ones, their wives, and their children. That is the way we ought always to stand. As they prayed the Spirit of the Lord came in the midst of the congregation, and came upon one of God's servants. This servant immediately began to prophesy in the Name of the Lord. He said, "Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours but God's." 

2. The Spirit's message. "The battle is not yours." If it were our battle, we would have to fight it; but it is the Lord's battle, and He will fight it out. The Spirit gives encouragement. He tells us not to be afraid, and not to be dismayed. If the battle is God's why should we be afraid? Is not God greater than any multitude? Is He not able to give victory under any and all conditions? 

This is always the voice of the Spirit. The Holy Ghost is saying to us, even now, "We can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us." He is saying, "Ye shall have power, the Holy Spirit corning upon you." 

3. The Spirit's promise. "To morrow go ye down against them: behold they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel." God always knows just where the enemy encamps. He knows their strength, their power. He knows, therefore, how to give orders unto His children as they go forth to battle. 

Is it not wonderful to hear the Spirit of God saying even unto us, "As Captain of the host of the Lord am I come"? The Holy Spirit takes charge not only of the individual, but also of the Church. He directs our goings out, and our comings in. 

When He is upon us to give us power, and when He dwells within us to give us wisdom and guidance, what have we to fear? 

IV. IN WEAKNESS WE ARE STRONG (2 Chronicles 20:17-18 ) 
1. "Ye shall not need to fight in this battle." Jehoshaphat had said, "We have no might against this great company." God's answer is, "Ye shall not need to fight." Sometimes God does put strength upon our weakness, and commands us to go forth to victory. At other times He leaves us entirely out of the picture, and tells us that there isn't any need for us to do anything. 

2. "Set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord." Perhaps we have here a little key to the reason that there was no need for them to fight. The word "salvation" gives us the key. When the enemy comes against our soul to damn us, what can we do? We seem altogether under his dominion and sway. We have no power and no might against the devil nor against his emissaries. 

The Lord quietly says, "Just stand still and see the salvation of the Lord." He is our Salvation, and He is all of it. We have nothing to do, save to stand still. We have nothing to do save what the Lord has wrought out for us on Calvary. Salvation is of grace, apart from all works on our part. We can do nothing to become a Christian, although we should do everything that becomes one. We are saved apart from works, although we are saved unto good works which God hath before prepared that we should walk in. 

3. "Fear not, nor be dismayed." God was promising Israel to undertake in her behalf, therefore they had nothing to fear. He was saying, "To morrow go out against them: for the Lord will be with you." 

When all this, as listed above under three quotations, happened, then Jehoshaphat "bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the Lord, worshipping the Lord." To us it is very beautiful to see this king with so great a renown, and with so many admirers, falling upon his face in all humility. No wonder that all Judah likewise prostrated themselves. 

V. ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH BE IT UNTO YOU (2 Chronicles 20:19-20 ) 
1. Praising the Lord. After the people had fallen before the Lord in worship and adoration, then they stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel with a loud voice. They were, in reality, praising God before the victory. They were praising God with the Children of Moab, Ammon, and Mount Seir, still encamped against them. They were praising the Lord because they believed in their God. 

It was for this cause that they lifted up their voice on high. It was for this cause that their voices were loud with praise. When we believe that we receive something from God even before we get it, we praise Him before we get it. This all lies in the scope of faith. 

2. Rising up early in the morning and going forth. We not only praise God, but we obey Him, when we believe Him. God had told them that they should go forth in the morning, and they rose up early to go forth. He told them that they should go to a certain place, and they went forth to that place. Faith is necessarily followed by obedience and by an obedience that is both prompt and complete. 

3. Believing in God and being established. As the people went forth, Jehoshaphat said, "Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established." Here is a statement that we need to study. God can do nothing with the soul that doubts. The Lord demands faith. Whenever there is faith unmoved by doubt, they are building upon a rock as strong as Gibraltar. "Believe His Prophets, so shall ye prosper." Here is the second division of faith. One is believing God, and being established; the second is believing the prophets and prospering. 

We can almost hear the Apostle Paul making his declaration of faith, as he said, "This I confess, * * believing all things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets." There is no room for prosperity in the things of God until we have accepted by faith every statement written in the Prophets, and every statement written in the Law. 

VI. THE PEOPLE DID THE SINGING, GOD DID THE FIGHTING (2 Chronicles 20:21-24 ) 
1. Israel's part in the battle. 2 Chronicles 20:21 says that Jehoshaphat appointed singers unto the Lord, and that they should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army; and say, "Praise the Lord; for His mercy endureth for ever." 

The singers were singing and praising the Lord because they were assured of the victory. They were not singing in order to overwhelm the enemy with the words of their songs. They were just singing the songs of victory before they met their enemy. 

We have no doubt that their songs did play a large part in filling their foes with fear and with awe. Is it not true that we should encourage the songs of praise which magnify and glorify God? The songs which praise the beauties of holiness and which acclaim the mercy of the Lord which endureth forever, are songs of victory. One thing we know: when the people began to sing, the Lord began to work in behalf of Israel. 

2. God's part in the battle. When Israel did the singing, God did the fighting. The Children of Ammon and Moab stood up first against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, utterly to slay and to destroy them. The inhabitants of Mount Seir were their allies, but Ammon and Moab were confused, and fought against them. Then when they had overwhelmed that part of their own army, and had made an end of them, they began to destroy one another. Thus it was that Judah looked upon the multitudes, and, behold, there were dead bodies falling to the earth and none escaped. 

VII. RETURNING WITH RICHES, REJOICING IN REST (2 Chronicles 20:25-30 ) 
1. Riches. "When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of them, they found among them in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more than they could carry away." The fact is they were three days in gathering the spoils, for it was much. Thus God not only overthrew the enemy, but God enriched His people. 

2. Rejoicing. "On the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah; for there they blessed the Lord." The valley of Berachah is the valley of blessing. It is in the valley where God wants us all to live. When we live in this valley of blessing, we will live in the valley of praise. Thus they returned to go again to Jerusalem with joy, for the Lord had made them rejoice over their enemies. 

We can see the victorious army approaching Jerusalem with psalteries, and harps, and trumpets, even unto the House of the Lord. They went out singing, and they came back singing. They went out with the songs of faith upon their lips, the songs of assured victory not yet achieved; they came back with the songs of God's great power and the songs of victory accomplished. 

Let us sing down here in anticipation of the coming glory which shall be ours; then, when we stand around the throne of God, we shall sing once more the song of Moses and the Lamb. 

3. Rest. When the nations round about heard of how God had wrought so great a victory, they were filled with fear; so they fought no more against the Lord and His people Israel. Thus it was that the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet for God gave him rest around about. 

How happy we are that Jehoshaphat, who reigned 25 years over Israel, did right in the sight of the Lord. How glad we are to have had, in three studies, the lives of Jehoshaphat and Asa and how God blessed Israel during their reigns. We thank God for their victory. We thank God because they have left before us a call to courage and to faith. 

Let us, too, fearlessly set our faces like a flint and make the God of Asa and of Jehoshaphat our God. Let us be encouraged to go forth without doubting, to fight the good fight of faith and to lay hold upon eternal life. 

Shall we allow the saints of old to outdo us in praise, in piety, or in the triumph of their accomplishments? If God wrought through them, He will work through us. The God of Asa and Jehoshaphat is our God. He is the same yesterday, today and forever. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
After all, the chief asset of Jehoshaphat was his godly walk and deeds. 

An American vessel was once boarded by a Malay merchant in the Indian seas; and almost the first question the Malay asked the captain was whether he had any tracts to dispose of. "Why, what do you want with them? You cannot read them," said the captain. "True," said the Malay, "but I have a use for them. If one of your people or an Englishman comes to trade with me, I give him a tract and watch what he does with it. If he reads it soberly, and treats it with respect, I take it he is honest, and will not cheat me; but, if he throws it down with an oath, I'll have nothing to do with him, for he can't be trusted." The Malay's method had some good sound common sense about it. "He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My words, hath One that judgeth him" (John 12:48 ). 
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